SBA NEWS RELEASE

U.5. Small Business Administration

PRESS OFFICE

Release Date: August 08, 2000 Contact in Mexico: Al Stubblefield 044-5-419-6886
Release Number: 08/07-MEO1 Internet Address: www.sba.gov/news/

$200 BILLION CROSS-BORDER TRADE BENEFITS
U.S. AND MEXICAN ECONOMIES

U.S. —MEXICO SMALL BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP EXTENDED

MEXICO CITY - AidaAlvarez, Adminigtrator of the U.S. Smdl Business Adminigration (SBA),
stressed the importance of the $200 billion annua trade benefit to the United States and Mexican economies
today at the third annua business forum organized by the Mexican and American Solidarity Foundation
(MASF) in Mexico City.

The conference explored business opportunities between Mexico and U.S. markets. Conference
attendees were drawn from severa organizations, including the MASF, the U.S.-Mexico Chamber of
Commerce, the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and SBA’sforma partners Naciond Financiera
(NAFIN) and the Secretaria De Comercio Y Fomento Industria (SECOFI). Administrator Alvarez addressed
the group at the request of Rall Y zaguirre, president of the MASF.

“We want to continue to develop links between dynamic, growth-oriented Mexican and
American small businessesthat can profit from partnering,” sad Adminigrator Alvarez. “We recognize
that diversity, trade and technology are sour ces of strength for all economies of theworld.”

The MASF, established in 1994, promotes cultural, educationa and economic ties that unite Mexicans
and other Latinos in the United States. Forum topics included exporting to the United States, doing businessin
Mexico and strategies for reaching the U.S. Higpanic market.

Y esterday, Administrator Alvarez extended a partnership agreement with SECOF and NAFIN.
The partnership is designed to assst smdl and medium-szed businessesin both the United States and Mexico
and to promote programs that will develop their businessinterests. “The extension of this agreement
signifiesthe importance of and commitment to small businessesin the United States of America and
Mexico,” sad Adminigtrator Alvarez.

The agreement extends a cooperative program to promote and support the development, growth,
gability and globa competitiveness of small and medium-szed businesses and facilitates business linkages
including the exchange of technology, joint ventures, licensang and subcontracting arrangements and
digtributorships.
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In March 1999, Adminigtrator Alvarez led a smal business trade group to Mexico City and
Guadagarato provide smdl business owners with an opportunity to explore their options by alowing them to
work first-hand with Mexican businesses aswel as government and financing agencies. Twenty-eight small
businesses from the United States were brought together with Mexican and U.S. government officids, industry
experts and business executives to devel op trade and investment partnerships.

In May of thisyear, SBA led 23 U.S. smdl companies on areturn strategic aliance trade and
investment mission to Guadagara. Severd million dollarsin trade and joint venture partnerships were
generated as aresult of the two missions.

In September, the Mexican state of Jaisco will lead a* reverse misson” to San Antonio, Texas, to meet
with progpective United States trade and investment partners.
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Additional information about SBA's programs and servicesis available at SBA’'s Web site:
http://www.sba.gov or by calling the SBA’s Answer Desk at 1-800 U ASK SBA.
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